Session 2 - Chinese Cinema After Winning the Sino-Japanese War
Second Climatic Stage (Height)
Chinese cinema reached another level after China won the Sino-Japanese War. The main focus of movies had shifted to concentrating on individual characters within the movie, and thus a slew of great films on character development emerged.

Movies:
From the Dark Night to Day Light
The Number One - Tian
Reunited
8000 li Road, Cloud & Moon
*li is the Chinese measurement of 0.31 miles.
The Spring of Water That Flowed East
10,000 Families' Lantern
The Beauty's Journey
The Journey of San Mao 

The main points of the 2nd climatic stage are as follows:
1. The plots and themes of films are mostly surrounding those of the Sino-Japanese war era, including the people and events of that time.

2. Character development within the films became more and more detail/elaborate.  

3. Filming techniques and methods all show signs of maturity within the industry.

4. Many high quality cultural documentaries and films based on actual events were made.

Overcoming hardships and instabilities of the 1940s, Chinese film makers continued their work and successfully made “8000 li Road, Cloud & Moon”, “The Spring of Water That Flowed East”, “10,000 Families’ Lantern”, “The Journey of San Mao” and etc.  
Shi Dong Shang’s “8000 li Road, Cloud & Moon” was filled with emotion and showed the hardships of actors during the Sino-Japanese war.  Their mistreatment after the war and the exploitative businessmen became rich because they took advantage of the war.  The film exposed the evil and corruptions of society.  Through the films, the film makers were able to express their sorrow and anger towards the unfairness.  
Cai Chu Sheng and Zheng Jun Li’s “The Spring of Water That Flowed East” tells the life of a young couple and a family that lived in the city.  The film eventually show the separation of the families after the war due to death and chaos.  It was a truly ingenious work of art and effectively showed the sadness of war.  The film also did not focus in on a single family; it generalized and portrayed the evil of society and its ability to corrupt young minds.  

Director Sheng Fu’s “10,000 Families’ Lantern concentrated on the life of a small official.  Rampant inflation, unemployment, family conflict, bankruptcy were all problems that faced the main character of the film.  This film received the following comment from foreigners in the film industry, “Effectively and factually captured the Chinese society’s believes.”

“The Journey of San Mao” directed by Zhao Ming and Yen Gong is a film loved by many within and outside of China, especially among kids and teens.  The film lively showed the life of an orphan who lived on the streets of Shanghai.  The orphan was cute and the film showed the spirit of the younger generation in a comedy-based theme.  This film that is made in the last year of the 1940s received great compliments.  The film was welcomed with great enthusiasm and received numerous compliments in the 1981 France “Chinese Cinema Day”, and 1982, 83’s other international film festivals around the world.
