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Established by an endowment by The City Univer-
sity of New York, the Thomas Tam Scholarship 
helps support and recognize an individual CUNY 
undergraduate student, Asian or non-Asian, who 
has demonstrated creativity in the communication 
of the concerns of the Asian American community 
in areas such as Health, Education and Culture.  
 
Thomas Tam, Ph.D., M.P.H., was the first Execu-
tive Director of the Asian American / Asian Re-
search Institute, and first-ever Asian member of the 
CUNY Board of Trustees. 

Olivia Lin, an undergradu-
ate student at Hunter Col-
lege, is the recipient of the 
2008 CUNY Thomas Tam 
Scholarship. Her project, 
The Coalition for the Revi-
talization of Asian Ameri-
can Studies at Hunter 
(CRAASH), a student-led 
group, was founded after 
she was unable to declare 
a minor in Asian American 
Studies.  
 
CRAASH advocates on 
behalf of the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Program at 
Hunter College which it 
believes to be under-
funded. 


